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The Late Cangressional Electiom in
Lonisianan-<-Another Dangerous Act
of Executive Usurpation.

Oun the 9th instant, in the House of Represem
atives, there was u discussion on the report of the
majority of the Commitiee ou Elections, in Favor
of admitting Bexsamix F. Fraxpess a3 the Rep
Distriet
of Louisiana, and Miwcuaer Hanx, from the Sec
The

Vooruexs upon the occasion

resentative from the first Congressiopal

ond District, to their seatx in the House
remarks of Mr
show most clearly and conclusively the dauger
to the liberties of the people by this act of Kxee
utive usurpation in sttempting to control Congress
and the legisiation of the country through military
11

Renresernt

msurrectionary

permitted—il

elections in the districts.

such elections are

atives Congress are to be chosen un

der
military commanders, or Governors of States or
districts, and the will of the people of the loyal

Ststes thus defeated, the people might as well

in

the direction nnd control ol the

surrender at once the rights of freemen and pro
claim the President the Dictator of the nation.
It amounts to just that, po matter under what
form or name—whether as President, Dictator,
Emperor or King. the Executive of the nation
assumes, controls and directs the
of the Government

Wrionr school talk about preserving the **ife of

dadministration

Politicians of the Jog

the nation.” but in so doing they propose to
erect # Governmental desnotiam as fatal to the
the most
it is

richts and liberties of the citizen ns
arbitrary government of the Old World
not @ government for which the *ic.lzlll.' of the
United
Gresce, of Hungary, of Poland, of Austria, of
All
can have a government if they will bat sub-
mit That
nnderstand as being invoive! in the present erisis
The peuple desire a free Goy-

States are strugghing. The people of

Fraure, have a government. communities

o despotic rule is not what we
of the country
ernment—a constitutional Government—ithe Fov-
ernment and the in<titutions such as the fathers
of the Republic framed, and which secured to
every citizen, high and law, rich and poor, con
stitutional liberty and populsr political rights.
Upou these poiuts the remarks of Mr. Voorners
contain many suggestions worthy the sonsidern-
tion of every man who desires to preserve the

Government which Wasmixetrox innugurated,
and which was preserved and perpetuated by s
Let us not

heritage by insiduvus acts of Executive usurpa.

successors until now lose that rich

tion. To secureit for vurselves und hand it down
to our children ns we received it, we should em
ulate the patriotism, the self denial and the sacri
fices of the men who achieved Union, Liberty

and Independence.

e s
The Iinquisition.

The Grand Jure of the United States Counrt js
still devoting its entire energies and the credulity
of its members to a partisan examination of the
character and ubjects of secret political orders in
Indiunn.
of such organizations, for most of them are fully
advised that Republicams and Abolitionists have
instituted secret political societies all over the
State, but the investigation iz prosecuted solely

They care but listle us to the existence

with the hope that some odium may bLe fsstoued |

upon the Democratic party. We hear that it isthe
intention of the Jury to imprison a witness because
be will not divuige the obligation of an order to
which be belongs, although he teqtifies that there
is nothing disloyal, treasonable or unpatriotic in
its objects, or that can be so construed. As wel
might & Grand Jury attempt to compel a Mason
or &z Odd Fellow o divalge the obligations of
those orders. They shewdy profess 1o know the
obligation of the order o which the witness be-
longs, and upoun that information they ean judge
of its character without asking buoy to vinlate his
bouor and pertinps his oath. Wouid the Foreman
of the Grand Jury regard it as honorable in him-
sell, or that it was withn the province of the
Jury, to even ask him to divuige the obligation
of the secret political order to which he belonzs,
snd which upon his hunor and perhaps under his
oath heis pledged not to reveal to the uninitiated?
We should like to bave the Jury fest him in that
regard. The inquisition will signally fail of its
purpose. The people understand it  They know
that the investigation as now conducted has its
origin in the rankest partisanship, and that it is
only to make politieal enpitul for the party whose
policy and acts are ruining the country.
. el —
Dratn or Nicworas Lovewontu —The weal-
thiest man iw this city aud in the West, passed
. from tme to eternity when Mr. Lougworth

breathed bis lust, u few days age. The value of
his estate is estimated at seven 'milllon dollars.s

His will was admitted 0 probute yaserday. He
has not given one dollur W anv charitable -
tion, nor for the promotion of learuing or the arts
or sciences. His printions to toese objects

{etime, and were wumercus.

{ Must Go it Blind.
;‘ It seems that the Administration bas deter- |
{ mined, and issued an order accordingly through ’
| the military authorities, that no more newspapers
| must be sent or sold to soldiers in the Union
|army ! This new dodge to withhold information |
| from the rank and file, is doubtless predicated on
{ the fuiluge of such partisans as Colonels Huxren,
| Goopiva and Co., t impress those umder them |
| with the belief that the Democracy—itheir rela- |
| tives, friepds and neirbbors at home—were the
enemies of the soldier. The schemers see plainly |
that, $0 long ns the gallant volunteers are per- :
mitted to read and judge for themselves, they
cannot be deceived and tricked into the Abolitiva
ranks, and hence the attempt to exclode lrom
| them all knowledge but such as they themselves |
| think it expedient and proper to dole out for their
edification .
|  Jerremsox well remarked that “error of opinion
“may be tolerated where resson is left free to com- |
bat it,” but our would-be wmilitary dictators haye
no notion of permitting their errors, ot fact or
opinion, to be confronted with such formidable
or inconvenient adversaries as reason and argu-
ment. ‘Not satisfied with holding those under |
their command to the most perfect and unresist.
ing docility and obedience in military matters,
the Abolition chieltains seem disposed to deprive |
the soldier of the humble privilege of thiuking
or having an opinion of his own on matters of |
Their beau |

. i . 3 . \
ideal ol the soldier is, an emasculated biped—a

interest relating to our civil affuirs

political us well as military machine—with no
knowiedge of public affuirs except what has Leen
first purged and refined by the political alchy-
From the very ne-

ces=ity of his rﬂ’.’l'!it‘.ll position, the American sol-

mists under whom he serves.

dier is 2 man—a lreeman—as well w8 a suldier,

and can never cease to feel an wterest in the acts
and mensures of

as well as military life. This nitemmt, therelore,

to erib, cabin-in and dwarfl his mind, like =

Swiss or Hessinn mercenary, into the pas<ive in
strument of his superior's will, in things apper-
taining to the political as well as militury affliirs
of his country, can never succeed, and wiust re-
coil un the hends of those now trying the ex

periment As a general thing, (and it is fortu-

pate that itis go,) the Ameriean soldier curries

with him into the army that Enowledge of the

elemental principles of Republican Government,

liberty and law, which, in any situstion, ennhot

fail to serve him ag

unst the wiles of despocs and
usurpers’ or their subsérvient tonls, with or with-

out shoulder steap=, to use him, in his military |

capacity, to subserve the interests of faction jn
the overthrow of thnse civil rights cuaranteed to
all by the incomparable institutions of our coun-
Ihosze w ho

oug

try. therelore, attempting to
maodild soldiers o will Hod,
soouer or later, that they have reckoned without
thew host.

ale

their wishes,

The Vicksburg Cui-0ff.
A correspondent writing from near Vicksburg,

under date of the 6th inst., thus alladed to the |

attempt to divert the channel of the Mi\r'\ir-r‘--'p;\i 1
by cutting a canal across the bend opposite Vicks-
burz:
| The *“last diteh'* is nt present-plaved out. Wa-
| ter has been running through it sluggishly for ten
days: but, esitrary to xll sage predictions, the
s0il utterly refuses to wash away into the Mis<is
sinpi luh’uu-v‘ as it was fondly hoped it would No
conxing, conjuring, or engineering has thus far
been able to divers the current of the ubagqueFather |
of Waters from the even tenor of his way. That
way, u:li'-nrfllu.nl'!)' for ger Stite commnniea
tion, lies directly under Rebel guns nt \.ln'linlmr;. |
The old mouth b8 beeu “blockaded'” with Uags |
of sand, and a large force engaged for geveral
new. oneé that will leave the
river some distance above where the main rurrent
of the river sets in near shore, and  iintersects the
present eansl about one thivd of 1the max neross
the point.  The labor will most certainlv be lost
[ am no engineer, but think | huve practicnl seuse
enough to know the ““concern’” can never be made
available

A counl, to answer the purpose, i= being dug |
all the wuy across the point at least fifty feet wide,
and filteen or twenty feet deep.- 1t must be cut
the requived width and depth firss, for nu “wash- |
ing” ean be depetuded on 1ill dng 10 the guick-
sand, which is from twenty o thirty teet beneuth |

| the surface. To dig sach a canal will ke oo |
loug Besides, the river is rsing, and will
soan drive us from the Pt ,ult-n,:v:ht‘r, tf it con-
tinues. and before the work could be more than
commenced. And, even il finished, and water
suflicient runniug throweh -t ta float 4l the neces
sary gunbonts snd temnsporis, there is no assur-
ince to my mind that we should not find its mouth
us thoroughly commanded by Rebel guns from |
the opposite heights as the channel of the river
now is. Be nétsurprised if the whaole project turn
out a stupendous engineering humbug. i
s il ity
rrom Washington.
[Correspondente of the N. Y. Jourusl of Commerce. |
Wasnisgrox, February 12,

An intelligent man who termerly resided in this
eity but who, lor reasons not proper to mention
here. has resided in Richmond fur he lagt ten
months, hns recently arrived in Washington. He
was a clerkin the Adjutant General’s office under
the Coutederacy, and resigned his position for the
double purpose of avolling the conseription and
making his escape to theNorth. He came North
ou foot, creeping nlong stealthily, and between
Culpepper Court House and the Potomace he did |
not happen 0 mee a single Rebel or Federal
soldier. The infurmntion which he has commu-
nicated to the authurites here is copsidered ag

 thentie, nnd 1 am enabled to give you n few par-
teulars
The fact thnt he wns a clerk in the office of
the Adjutant Genernl gives importance to his
| statement concerning the Rebel army. He says |
| thut there are onlv 431 rezimeuts i the Southern
{army, but that these are all kept full, and all |
skeleton regiments have been abandoned: the |
total nomber of men at the preseit time being |
525000, which will certainly be increased to
700,000 by the first of June. The whole nom- |
ber of Rebel officers he estimates at 25,000, or
about one-half these in the Federal urmy, and
he asserts most positively that droves of thatkid- |
ney do not crowd the hotels of Richmond asthey |
do here. He suys it is n common occurrence for
mei o be shot down for attempting to shirk their |
duty, and from hig knowledge, gathered from the |
reconds, at least 2,500 have thus perished in dif-
| ferent parts of the country,
| When he 'eft Richmoud there were five thou. |
sand negroes enguged in strengthesing the de. |
fenses ol that eity, nnd now it i surrvunded by
three lines of lortificatiops. He describes the
consternation that prevailed in the Rebel eapital
| when the Merrimac was blown up, and when
Geo. McClellan was at Harrison's Landing, as
{ truly frightful, and there was st lesst one ocea-
| siou when the city might have been captured with
! ease. It was & common saying among the Con-
federates, that the only man thev feared was
MeClellan. :

In k2 opiniou of our informant, the reballion
| can never be put down until the finances of the
| Rebels are ruined or their army broken, for until
| these evenis take place the leaders will have
{their own way and the musses remain in A state
of subjugntion. Crippleé the head devils, and
then things will come right

“ An auction sale took place this morning on
Government wecount of a large amount ol sub-
sistence stores, which are declured unfit for use.
To whom we ate ludebted fur this waste of pub-
| lie property is not stated, but among the articles
sold are the follewing: 173,644 pounds of bacon,

355 barrels of beef und .lalﬁic' with a mis
celianepus assortnent m usses, coffes,

_ The icans about this region «re rather
with the selfishness of the California
members of the House who t-l:uudillu- for

days in opening n

the people’s servants in civil |

Hemarks of Mr. Voorheesy in
House of Represeniatives, on the

Lounisiana Congressionxl Election.
As a membur of the commitiee that repuried

ruom, [ desire briefly, and very briefly. Lo express
the views which will govern my vote hiere iu rthe
House.

It wounld have given me great pleasure to have
concurred with the committee in thiz case. It
would give me also very great plessure to vote
upon the floor of this House fur the admission of
the gentlemen who nre presenting their applica-
tiour here. And 1 wish to say ac ouce, as a

preface to the remarks 1 shall make, so that |
the |
gentlemen from New Orleans have so burne and |
conducted themselves during this examinntion as |

there shall be no misunderstanding, that

to win the eutire respect of every member of the
committee.
trance into this hall, therefore, can be considered
!I(’l""Ulll!l.

It lins been the rule of my action since I have

been a member of this [louse tw take the laws |

and the Constitution of wy country as oy guide
[ huve done so honestly and conscientisusly; and
in Aoinyg so, | regret to say that | have nearly ai
ways foond my=ell in a minority. And it hap
pens to-dny.
# plain ene
ol the committee, [Mr, Duwes,] when he speaks
of the aflirmative action. of this House in admit
ting these gentlemen o seats here as doing but
little violence 1o the laws and Constitution ol our
country.

gentative government 1 regupd this question as
one of exveeding and paramount importance,
reranl it as setting & precedent lTor futare sction
which will he exceedingly 1mporunt io its bear
itng on the destiny of this Government In uther
words, | regard it us surrendering to the Execu
tive the branch of the Bovernment 10 which we
belonz. Lo my judgment the Executive hus al
ready u=urped the ju-!iclul departmment of this
Government by the suspension of the writ of ha
ez corpus It Iacks bur the sanction of
report us the committee has made in this cuse W
surrender np the legislative department siso to
the Executive I binve no doube that this House
will Step by step Executive encroach
ment hus come upon this country with o rapidity
the like of which i3 wnknown 10 h.story; the like
of which has never been seen in any countey that
enlled itsell lree

Now, in support of these observations which 1
have made in regard to the surrender of the leg
Executive, Ly the
by this report,

-\".t'h 1

do it

isiative departinent o the

orinciple sougiit to be’ enlorves
|Iu:-.u we to submit to the House what | conceive
e law cnses 1o he, 1 Inw as laid
dowp in Eugland, in a report belure me, I the
cuse of Hall Camphell, (1st Li-un;'cr" Re
nd which has the sauctivon of the hichest
, 15 this: f make
t foreien enemy with

I such e
Ve
ports, )
CourtE of our vwn country you
<‘--;'¢‘-u'.-l ol tetmtory '|-i'-lf:
sou iy 1o that tecritors
and plantey
resulations and
aws, set axide the laws which there prevail,
¢ made by the leg
c
I'hix, howey

hheurrection

whom you sre at war,
1]
VLU T

civil

which you linve mais congue-t

power, estabilish mumici]

and substitute a svetem ol law
yathority of thi=s eountey
true in

"'_1-.‘ ML L Lii '-]E"

iw thiv e

er, = not the oca=e¢ of i \ry
Yumnl
Sinte to vbedienge you cannot

sl ions

d Government. i

Feguce n revoried
supercede her laws amd ber domestie
She is protected in them by that verv Constity
tion wlose supremacy vou claim it as the mission
of our All such States mnus<t be
tuken hack, if taken back ut all, with all the laws
! o< lave made for

suaran

IWFii= LD Feslore

unimpaired which they themseis
Favernment, purstant o the
Constitution

If the Southern
Confderacy is n fureign Puwer, an indépmmient
nation=lity ro day, and you have conguered back
the territory of Louisinun, you may then substi
tule 4 new svstem of laws i the place of the
lows of that State.  You may then supplant her
civil institations by institations made anew for
her by the propes .n'-\hu:il_‘- ol thiz Government—

thesr own
tee< of the Federnl
T_‘Ii»ll'l stanedl thits ;'r‘::u iple

uot by the executivce, but by the legislative braneh |

ot the Govemment, nssi-ted by the Executive
Z-"!m_;-?\' to the extent of siepine hig nyme to the
bills of legistation, 1T the Chairman of the Com
mirtee of Ways and Means [ Mr. Stevens) is cor
rect: il the gentleman f'rom l\‘ JIEE T '.-“' L'-"i“'-'.‘}
e corvect, atn] i assumed Power in the Soath
f the esrth, wt tanrlz o r!.t_\' upon
ves, and we
Stute 1= tevritory by the

.I" ] I}"b\l':
pad terms o tadionasl
bocek State by

ri=, €l We ey

vy with ourse

thuin IMue
But 1t the theurs

ravern

nemddently of the'r hoesl laws
that we lInve
Ty i« b ok e ;

the houds t!

e Proteein

that na N
Tt bingd 04 tozether : that no sucressial
l'Ll‘h
in these Halls,
not e donre You are as much hound to ug\huld
the lanwx ol Lonizivon in wll their extent and in
prls ns vou are to daphold the lnws of

WS En D= v

still to prevai! then thiz thing can

all then
Pennss lvanin or New Ym'h' uf any other Stsute
whose ¢ivil [n--lul._\ lias not heen |Hfur|_nl‘ni.

Suech is the Law we Laid down to nummerous de-
cistone We have hind one zase i this country
We .
;\I"".i"n_ 1
It b= a0 ease somelimes quoted by sentlemen seek-

cingnereld Caltllornia from

n " . s |
g to sustaly the views Liken by the m ority ol

the committee in thiz c.se | velieve it iz quoted
in their reput, thoush, tv coniess the wuth, |
bave not hod thne nor has my health allowed me
to make =uch preparation as | would have de
sived, even to the readiug of the repurt of the
committee
views entertaived by the chairman and the mq
jority of the committee in the commitiee room

case of Cruss et al Harrison  In that case
our own Sapreme Court laid down the principle
to which 1 have nlready sdverted
thmt we held California not ns a part of our coun
trv, where our own laws prevailed, laws made in
pursuance of our own Constitution, which var
arms had heen, ns they onghe to have been in this
instance, emploved to uphold, but us & congues:

L]

from » foreign nution, and hence that we hail a |

right 1o substitute o different and distinet set of
municipal regulations to that which had previously
there prevailed

it only exists, as [ have already saiil; in cases ol
territory conguerad from a foreigu etemy

Sir, let me ask this House what we luive been
warring for. Have we'been seuding our fleets to
the South for the purpose ol muking new codes
of luws for States? Have we been sending our
fleets and armies there for the purpose of empow-
ering the Esxecutive of the country to set aside

the laws of the States which may become subject |

to our military power? The people huve not so
understood it. They have understood, ou the

contrary, that we have been making waur for the |

purpose of resurrecting and upholding the pros-
trated laws, placing them ouce more erect, and
giving the people who may desire it the benefit of
them
ender discussion? Lel ue see,
the United States appoints Major General Batler
to the commund of the Department of the Gulr.
Under him is » simple Brigadier General, General
Shepley. He is called a *Military Governor;”
but the facts in this case show that he was simply
& Brigadier General, with the duty imposed upon
biu: of reporting to General Butler ag his superior
officer. He weut there with none other than
military powers. He went there with wone oth
than military instroctions—none, at least, whi
could be legally gziven him. ‘He goes there and
he assumes to act, not only as Brigadier Geoeral,
but us Governor of the State of Louisiana.

Now, I will panse here, and ask the Chairman
of the Commiues on Elections, or nnv other gen-
tleman upon this foov, to tell me hy virtue of
what elause in the Constitution. by virtueot what
rule of law the Presideut of the United States has
suthority to appoint any humsn being a “ Mili
tary Governor?’ He has not zotit. It is nowhere
given him. it is an assumed power. [ will tell
you the extent, and the sole extent, to which the
power of a so called Military Guvernor can law.
fully go. The commandant of u military depart-
ment may teke possession of an insurrestionnry
and disturbed district, snd there enforce order and
pesce. He may tuke possession of a region dis.
turbed by riot and armed disorder,’ command
peace, and givethe people ano 10 nssert
B P

this. The Executive has no law for an appoint-
ment to go this purpose, It is not be-

the |
| wise and useful.
| once more subjected to the power and authority

this resolution to the House, having voted a_ainst | of the Government, you cun simply keep the
the action of the committee in the committee | pence there by the wmilitary power until the people

No part of my objection to their en- |

But, sir, T conceive my dufy to be |

1 do not eoncuar with the chinirman |

[ regard such an a€tion by the House |
as a total subversion of the principles of repre-
- 1

¢ avon here, that this |
stes hiave sundered |

‘,'u'l'—-—‘\' that 'lhﬁ<!l‘\' i"_

took possession of her by our srms, |

I kvow very well, however, the

1t was decided |
| well, I have attempted to answer it

It is one of the belligerent |
rights that prevail under the law ol nations, und |

¥ ¢ | in regard 1w the members of Congress. The gen-
How does this principle apply to the case |

The President of |

people and give them such laws as we may deem

But. in the case of our own revolted territory,

can have « chance 10 return to their allegiance
through the chanpeld and avenues of the laws
wlrenay prevailing over them. I undertake tosay
that thiis is sound doctrine. I undertnke to say
that it cannot be controverted on this floor orany-
where else Take any other view of this ques- |
tion, gentlemen, and where are you? You are|
now yarrowed down to this point, that you have |
eitlier to take the ground that you are waging a |
war for conquest as against s foreign enemy, and |
may govern these revolted territories as you re-

possess them, just as you would govern conquered |
toreign territory, or else you have to recognize |
the principles 1 ha:ve laid down, and hold with me |
that the laws of Lovisiuna cannot be disturbed or |
interfered with, but must be upheld and enforced. |

| It either case, however, the eléctions under cou

siderstion sre invalid, andrthe claimants not, ib
my judgment, entitleduifseats on this Hoor.

Mr. Harrison: Will the gentleman perwit me
to a=k him n guestion¥

Me. Voorhees: Certainly

Mr. Harvison: Mr, Speaker, the office of civil |
Governor of Louisiana became vacant by the vol- |
untary and wronglul act of the Goyernor of that |
State,

Mr. Voorhees: Yes.

Mr. Harrison: The Congressional delegation
from that State was not chosen in 1861, in conse- |
grence of ribellion;and the office of Governor be
eame vacant by reason of the teeazon of the Gov
ernor and of his uniting in the rebellion. In view
of these facts and of the other circumstances in
which the people of Louisiana had been placed by |
the rebellion, might not the loval slectors of the |
several districts in that State, when the military
power of the rebellion wus suppressed by the arms
of the pativnnl Government, have themselves, by |
their own voluntary action, assembled in cunven
tion and appointed a time for the holding of an |
election fur members of Congress, and would not
Congres< have been nuthorized to receive as mem
bers Nepresentatives thus chosen? Now, then, |
the pennle of these two districts, huving asse ted
to the time appointed by the Military Governor,
‘whether his action was legal ur uot,) for the
hoiding of an election, and thut election having
been actunlly held by the loval electors of the
districts. are not the Hepreseutatives of their
choice entitled 1o seats here?

Mr Voorhees: Mr. Speaker, | hive foreseen
and anticipated and answered in my own mind
the argument which the gentleman from Ohio
has made, and which is the only one that can be
made.  The nuswer to it is a plain and inevituble
sequence of the position which | have taken. 1
have already laid down what I suppoze to be the
duty of & military commandant in an insurrec
tionary district—not & Military Governor. There

offiver known o the Iaw. But the duty
of a military commandant of an insurrectionary
district is o keeo peace until the people can have
an opportunity of acting according to law, and
thus securing their representation. Have thes
done this instance? That question rises
right in the chuin of the argument which 1 have
made. [ ady they have not, The law has been
violated. " Aud even if the prople have acquiesced
1o usurpabion, yon and [ are, h" our outhis, lor

1= no syeld

S0 In

bidden 1o assist them in carrying it out

Now, let us see how this stands, Suppose the
military commandant down there does whut [ say
his duty i3 Suppose he keeps the peace and gives
the people an opportunity to return to their alle
ginee; and not by brutality and feroeity, such s |
has dis
the zuperior law and power of Kindoess, he wias
them to return onece more to their fealty to the
Government  When they have thus returned, let
me sk the gentleman from Ohiv whut is their
legzal method of obtaining represeutation here?
The gentleman says the Governor of Lowisiann
hus voeated his office; then théSrst thing for the
people to o in returning to their allegianee is to
il the oilice of civil Governor This has
been done in -v?hl,'r Cuses ‘!vh} 1-1]-““11 it not be
done in their=? First and precedent o a valid
election lor members of Congress to fill vacancies
it is the duty ol the Governorol the Stateof Lou
isiana, #5 the gentleman from Ohio kunows, to
call such election. It iz made so by the Consti- |
tution snd luws of thut State, \\'i\i\_'.'n. according
tw tie theory on which this war was commenced,
wre still in full force within the Union. In this
instance, however, somehody else hus dune it for
him When the people shall have returned to
their allezince by virtue of the pgace established,
if you please, by the military governorship of that
region, let them not commence to obtain repre |
sentation here first by ignoriug the ouly principles
on which that representation can be lawlal. Let
them commence st the foundation, and restore |
their civil policy that has been disturbed by the |
rebellion, and then, by virtue of it, hold their|
elections necording to luw, 1

Mr. Hurrison; My answer to the gentleman |
from ludinna is this: the difficalty, to my mind,
1% 0 practical one. According to the gentleman’s |
own theary and principles. as | understand them,

pracest onr canse in New Orleans, but by

that

| the election for Governor cannot be held in pur- |
the repullic ol !

gunnce of the Constitution and laws of the State
of Louisiava until the expiration of the term for
which the Governor who voluntarily and wrong-
fully abdicated his office wns elected. Therefore
that State woulit necessarily have to remain un
represented in the Congress of the United Stutes |
wutil the tull term lor which the Governor was |
elected hadl expived. This briel and limited state-
ment of my views ia simply an illustrution of the
evils whicii I fear will necessarily result in nceom-

[ plishing the great and difficult work of restoring
| the insurrectionury States to their proper consti |
I repeat that this gi=e, in the instanee of the con- |
quest of Calitornia, is often relied on; it is the |

tutionn] relations, from the practical application |
of the geners| doctrines which the gentlemau is
presenting with so much ability.

Mr. Vourhees: Mr. Speaker, all this has passed |
before my mind already; and, whether feebly or |
One of the |
primary rights of 4 people isa government. Ifa
mun runs away¥ from an office which the people
have selected him to fill, they can, in their pri
mary eapacity, call a constitutional conveution, |
aud refill that office. Now, the difficulty be. |
tween the gentleman from Obio and myself is,
that [ want to commence at the heginning. and
have the law administered in Lonisians from the
foundation of the State Government up through I
all its parts, while he wants to skip the condition |
precedent to u valid election of members of Con-
gress—ithe sanction of the only kind of Governor
known to the Constitution of Louisiana or the
Constitution of the Uuited States—and reach by |
one leap that point; u leap, however, let me say |
to him, that involves n power in the Executive |
over the Stute never heard of, never dreamed of, |
by the letter or spirit of the Constitution. Thel
gentlemun may say that the difference between
him and me i« small; that [ am for having the |
people to aet in their primary and fundamental |
enpacity in regurd to the Governorship, and that
he is for baving them to act in the same capacity

tleman asks, what is the difference between the
two positions? The difference, | will say to my
friend from Ohio, is vast, and frcdght with the
most momentous results. The one involves the
total prostration of free representation, the utter
overthrow af your Constitution, and the utter
abrogation of the State to govern her local affairs
by virtue of her own laws. The tleman’s
pusition inaugurates a system of Executive
usurpation which will stalk through these Halls
wt the head of » military power. It will send us
all home or silence our tongues. It will make
theso arches resound with clanking of the
chnins of an absolute m, i of with
the voices of free men. That is the difference
between the position of the gentleman from Ohio
and mine. '

Mr. Harrison: The geotlemin from Indiana
will, | am sure, do me the justice o admit that
the ground on which I have suggested the claim-
Ants are entitled to their seats is entirely iude-

wlent of the action of the Military Goveinor of

uisiana.

Mr. Voorhees: 1 am obu."g:l to the gentleman
from Ohio, for that is just the point in my argu-
ment that comes next in my way, and to which I
desire to hasten. There 1 take issue with bim;
and I will show him that he is in error. By vir-
tue of my position on the commitiee—not by vir-
tae of my su or intelligence, by

am enabled to prove to him that
his sutement is incorrect.

Mr. Menzies: ‘] was not present at the meeting
of the committee at which the vote was taken on
;hhm.'wdlnuldllkﬂh - “.h-

o answer me m .
wm the people of Louisiana did not in these
fully as they bl ; and whetber, in
-dﬁ lu‘. 0 ooq.i'! with, :
fail solely in consequence of the
“‘Mr Voorbees: | am jost

¥
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Let we nnswer the gevtleman from Kentucky
that I hold that the right of representation, the
whole machivery of civil government, is stopped
and held in ohevance in & State situated us Lou-
ixinma is, until it can move wccording to its laws.
Whether the people huve been prevented from
executing their eivil duties according to law, by
reasun of the rebellion or any other cause; does
not affect this argument.
50 in the case under consideration, 1 know of no

power which [ possess to give validity to their |
Neither can the Executive heal the |

illegal acts.
defect by an act still more illegal, indefensible
and unconstitutional.

But there is another anawer which occurs to me
in connection with the question of the gentleman
from Kentucky, and also in continuation of my
answer to the gentleman from Ohio. General
Shepley, a Brigadier General, exercised all the
power which resulted in these elections. He, in
suburdination to General Botler and the Execu-
tive, moved everything. Without him pothing
was. He spoke this election futo existence. With
out this military power, supplunting snd sssum-

ing to aet for the civil power iv Louisiana, voth- |

ing would bave been dome. Every onc knows
this to be true. In evidence of it, let me call the
attention of the House to the proclamation of the
Military Governor:
A PROCLAMATION
By Brigadier Geneval George F. Shepley, Militar
Goeernor of the State of Louilf::im ¢
Whereas, the State of Loulsiaua is now and has been
without any Representative in tibe Thirty-Seveuth Con.
gress of the United States of America; and whereas a very
large majority of the citizens of the First and Second Con-
gressional Iistricts In 1his Siate, by taking the oath of
allegiance, have given evidence of their loyalty and obe-

dience to the Cunstitution and laws of the United States: |

Now, therefore, |. George F. Shepley, M.litary Governor
of the State of Louisiana, for the purpos<e of securing w
the loyal electors in the I'arishes compe:ing these two
Congressional Districts their appropriate and lawful repre-
sentalion in the House of Hepresentatives of the United
States of Americe, and of enabling them to avsil them-
selves uf the beneflis secured by the proclamation of the
Preslient of the United Siates 1o the people of any State,
or part of a State, who shell on the 1st day of January
Dexi be in guod faith represented in the Conzress of the
United States by members chosen thereto ut elections
wherein a majonty of the qualified voters of such State
have part cipated. have seen fit to issue this my procia-
mation, appointing an elec.ion (o be held on Wednesday,
the 3d day of December next, to il sald vacancies in the
Thirty-seventh Congress of the United States of America,
in the following Districts, namely:

Then comes an enumeration of the election
precinets, Kc.

Now, what 15 the law of that State on this
point? The power to issue a proclimntion ecaliing

n special election is vested in the Governor of |

Louisiata, chosen by her own people, and not in
an instrument o! the Executive. How does the
gentleman from Kentuckvy answer that?
does the gentleman from Ohio answer it?
say the military bad nothing w do with these
elections. - Yet yon see they had their origin in
p'ain and absolute military usurpation. They
commenced i a military proclamation, and the

only certificates ot elertion which the elaimania |
present here ns  titles to their seats are signed by

a Brigadier General of the army.

Mr. Harrison: 1 ask the gentleman from Tndi
ana whether the legal priociple, that subsequent
ratifieation is equivalent to antecedent nuthorits
does not apply w this act of the electors ol Lou
i,

M
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Voorhees: Has the gentleman from Ohio
evidence of subeeguent ratifiestion?
i:.l.'-, ' :. e

. as
e ~eC luluvunces :“ll'l"‘llllui:l;

these elections which, to my mind, indicate any-

thing rather than the free, untrammeled voice of |

the people, ucting independent of wilitary eoer
clon and executive dJdictation
of this proclamation, what do we see? Oune in
ducement held out fu the citizens of New Orleans
to partivipate in these elections is, that they may
in that way escape the effects of the Presidential

proclamation of the lst of Junuary last; that |

they may escape being robbed of their property
Ly going to the polis and voting; nuiy escape
having their slaves taken from them by the Presi.
deut of the United States, if they elected mem-
bers uf Congress  One inducement held out in
the body of this proclamation was the right of
representation, it 18 true; but the other was the
argument and inducement of the highwaymnn:
“Elect, andd your property will be saved!”” “Re
fuse to elect, and the Commander-in Chiel of the
Army, the President of the United States, will
sirip you nuked, and ron von of your plainest
rights of property.”  This is the Linguage, plain
and distinet, addressed to the citizens of the first
and second Congressional Distriets of Louisiana
by the proclam ition umier which these elections
were held, [sthis & free election? Who will
dare suy s0¥ To my mind it is the grossest and
most ontrageou: assault u, on the freedom of the
elective [ranchise ever known in a republican
Govermment

Mr. Harrizon: I submit to the gentleman from

Inaiana, that if' the statement of facts made by |

the Chairman of the Committee ot Elections is
true—namely, that the loval and gualified elec-
tors of the two Congressional districts of which
the claimants ure citizens exercised san untyam
meled choice at the elections under which they
claim seats—whether the attendance by the elect-
ors on the day numed in the proclemation of the

Military Governor for that purpose, and netunlly |

holding the elections, was not an emphatic and
conclusive ratification of his net by the people so
voting, thereby making the elections ns vadlid as
if they had themselves taken the initiative?

Me. Voorbees: Now, will the gentleman from |

Ohio tell me how many voters cast their votes on
the day of that election because they desired to

be represented in this Congrass, and how wmuny |
because they wanted o save their slaves under |

the pruclamition of the President? If he can

give me this information, I can tell him how |

much the ratification of which he speaks was
worth. Both inmiducements were held out; and if
the gentleman can inform me how many persons

voted becuuse they desired to preveat their prop- |

erty being taken from them, and how many be-
cause thev desired to send these cluimants here,
I cun answer how far this act of the Military Gov-
ernor was ratified by the people. The induce-
ment in regard to their slaves was deemed as of
sufficient importanee to insert in the body of the
proclamation, snd I have no doubt it brought
many citizens to the polls

The geutleman asks me whether the people
there did all they could. 1 expect they did to
avoid injury to their rights and the plunder of
their property.

Mr Meonzies: I will repeat my question, in
order that the gentlemau may understand the
point upon which my mind turns. 1 would like
o know il the people of these districis complied
with the law ol the State of Louisiana except in
the particulars mentioned in the report of the
Committee of Elections; that if the day was not
the one prescribed by law as an election day for
this purpose, and that the proclamation was not,
ia that event, issued by the legal Governor of
Louisiaua? [ ask the gentleman whether he be.
lieves, the rebellivn having deprived them of the
power to comply with the law in these respects,
the people might not have themselves assembled
on any day they might name and elected persons
to represent them in Congress?

Mr. Voorhees: | unswer the gentleman by re-
peaiing that when the forms olE regular govera-
ment are lost, the people must begin again de
nevo, They must begin down ut the very foun-
dation of civil government. They wust again
fill their vacant offices, comwencing with that of
Governor, nnd then by his aid proceed according
to their own laws to give motion and vitality to
every department. q‘hi. may be done by virtue
of the peace secured and maintained by the arms
of the Government. Let the people of Louisians
do this if their condition will permit it, and then
they may under the constitution of that
State and in obedience to their own laws. In that
way we avoid this monstrous constitctional

h of power, unknown to our Constitution
or laws, which has been exercised in the appoint
ment of a Mili Governor, by whaose conduct
the laws have been violated.

Agnin, sir, | come back to the very foundation
of this whole proceeding. I deny that Georal"
Shepley, ns Brigadier General und Military Gov-
ernurof ,Or in uny other capacity, unless
the e of Louisiana had of their free, un.
trammeled choice, made him their Governor un-
der the Ounstitution and laws of the. State, had
any right at all 10 the power which he has exer
cised. 1 care not if he had exercised this power
in accordance with the forms and precedents of
the Constitution and 1aws of Louisiane. The
msﬂon would still arise as 1o his right to be in

capacity at all. The Coustitution of Lou
isiania knows him not. The Constitution of
United Swates knows not this man,
e u“llaa Governor of & State, i

s e nown t vothing except ap-

ointing power that rests in the Commander-

 the Army, the President of the U
States, to make him a General. Do
what ws
&
what

R

powers re

1f they have not done |

How |
You |

It he |

On the very face |
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| be can properly exercise no others. Outside of
| them he is & dead man officially, and his acts
| have no validity with me. !
!  You may argue guestions of expediency; you |
| may argue questions of the restoration of the |
| Union; I sbhall argue, first my oath, my con. |
| science, nnd my duty to civil liberty. You may |
reflect your wishes, your hopes, and your fears in |
your arguments here, but nothing can change a |
| principle or escape the power of truth. No inge- I
nuity can reason away the fact that in this procia- |
mation George F. Shepley was a usurper, 1t is |
of a piece, too, with a widespread system of ex. |
| ecutive encroachment, which, unless trampled |
under foot by the representatives of a free people, |
will speedily trample us to death under its feet. |
| Give to this system vitality here, in this Hall, |
and if your armies move on and take possessian
| of States, the Representatives, not of the people, |
| but of the one man power enthroned at the west |
1 end of this capital, will be seen here outnumber- |
| ing and defeatingthe Representetives of all the |
| loyal States in this Usnion. o vain then will |
| popular elections take piace; in vain will popular |
measures be inaugurated; vour President can |
idety them all. |
If vou falter upon the course which the recom- |
| mendation of the Committee on Elections invites :
| us 1 pursue, this day you place the liberties of |
| the people ‘n the hands of the President. A ma-
Jjority in this House may ndopt “this resolution,
but that majority no longér expresses the will of |
A msjority of the people. No, sir; the people of |
| the country sre listening with jovful anxiety tor
! the sound of the retiring footsteps of the majority |
| of this House as they go out to return no more |
to these Hulls. [ declare before the country that |
within the last twenty months the Thirty-Seventh |
Congress has sanctioned greater strides 1oward |
despotism than has ever been mnde in any other |
Guovernment professing constitutional limits i
within a period of two hundred years. Andif 1|
bad not thought this was a part and parcel of a |
grand gignutic system of executive domination, I |
would not have raised my voice to-dar. It isnot |
my custom nor my pleusure to mingle much in |
| debate. DBut I ask the people to watch the pro- |
| ceedings on this gquestion '
If the nrmy ean go forth and bring repre<enta-
| tives with veoices equal to ours; with no constitu-
| ents to tremmel them at their hack; with no one |
| to represent except the President, then we might |
| »s well know it at once, Then our seats here |
| become worse than valueless. They will be em-
| blems of vur vassalage 1 do not ‘wav, and do |
not wish to be understood as s ywing, that the gen.
| tlemen from New Orleans would, in any sense,
| be the tools and the imnlements of usurped pow-
er here. | kuow nothing of it. 1 care to know |
| noth ng'of it. The privciple, however, iswrought |
with disaster sl absolute overthiron W republi- |
con liberty, Tt is also fraugiit with the abaolute |
| overthrow of the independence of this legislative
body. You may sanction it if you please. |
wash my bands of it
But, sir, supnose we sanction the principle of
this report of the committee, where will it stop?
_.LT::'!N' thi= military rule members ol a Legisla-
ture may be elected, and they can return Seoa-
| tors to the other branch of Congress, and soon
the unbroken waves ol an absolute despotism
will sweep over every State in the Union. The
prond turrets of State suvereignty will sink be.
neath the stagnant uniformity of Executive usur
partion, as hopelessly rl;bitl-ﬁ_‘l':_'[‘u the cities
which perished in the dismal depths of the Dead
Sea. Ay, sir. the Dead Sea vi absolute despot- |
i=m will pervade the face of the whole country, |
for if this thing cun take place in one stance, it |
can take place in nll.
Mr. Harrison; If the people of Louisiana can-
not reconstruct their State government, by put-
| ting ite orgunization into active,practical operation |
and thereby fully restore the constitutional rela-
tions between it and the General Government, in |
the manner which | have suggested, would they
not be compelled, if the rebellin could be totally
suppressed in that State to morrow, still to re- |
main for a long period of time unrepresented in
Congress, and continue substantially in a stute of |
annrvhy?
Mr Voorhees; The ventleman ' argument pro-
| ceeds upon « ground |1 have never recognized,
i amd which 1 vever will recoguize, the ground of |
[ expediency. They mnust 20 remain rather than
eall upon ns to prosuate and steb the liberties of |
the country. Ther must <o remain rather than
nsk us 10 e<tablish upon the ruins of the country
the unguestioned tyranny of Executive power. |
One word further. They must remain unrep- |
reserted according to the theory of our Govern- |
ment, peace being kept i their hborders b_\' military |
power until the pecple ean re estzblish their civil |
[ goverument, bt in violation of Lww, but by virtue
of awl ju gtricn contormity 1o law, as [ have al-
ready indicated [i the militny power cannot |
protect the pecple i1 assecting their rights accord-
ing to law, it is not worth maintaining.  Its mis
sion, in thut case, is o failure What are vou ex- |
= areising it for? Ta give the peuvple a chance to
violate lsw?  Nu, =ir; | will never give my sane-
' power shall hecome an en-

.

| thon that the military

| gine with winch the Executive may uverthrow the
laws and minke his will supreme

Tune gentlemn say= that Louisicin may remain |

| & long time in thiz cowdition.  Suppoxe she does, |
we do no vivlence to our own Hbecties, 1f mili
tary puwer is to win back le Stateé to the |
Union, ler me suy that it will have 10 be wielded |

Lin ali iustances 1o give the people au opportunity
to obey the fuws of thelr uwn making, and not

: for the purpose ol usutping their laws snd sup

| planting them with another system ' |

Mr Harvigou: Will the gentleman yield to me |
| once more? i

Mr. Vourbees: 1 vield to the gentleman, al-
though | am not the recipient of any like favor
from thnt gide of the Honse |

Mr Harrison: | have vever refusel the gentls
| maga like cour lesy

Mr Voorhees: The remark was not intended
for my clever friend from Ohiu, Lut for the ma- |
jority ou that side of the House who, by parlia-
mentary tieties, have ket me off the floor,

Mr Harrison: | have, since | becaome « member
of this House, been in lavor of freedom of debate
by gentiemen on both sidex of the House, and
| have studiously endesvored v vbeerve that cour
tesy toward every member which becomes the |
place. 1 do not intend now to be troublesome.

Mr. Voorhees: You are not,

Mr. Harrison: I desire to inquire of the gentle-
man what provision of the Constitution of the
{ United States aill be violated by allowing the |
| people ot the State of Louisiana w obtain & rep-
| resentation in this Hounse, to banish from their
| midst the evils of aparchy, sud secure the protec-
| tion afforded by the execution of the laws by civil f
magistrates, which they so vas'ly need?

Mr. Voorhees: A representation according to
law would be in violation ot ne princiole that [
know of. A representation agaiusf, contrary to
law would be in vielation of the Constitution,
which reguires us to uphold law, |

Mr. Harrison: | omitied to liant my proposi- |
tion with the words: obtaining representation in l
thi= House in the mode | have sugygested. )

Mr. Voorhees: I have been trying now three |
guarters ot an hour to elocidate that very point—
whether these geutlemeny come here by virtue of
the sauction of the Constitution; by virtue of au- |
thority we can hold to be legal and proper. 1
think [ have shown to the House that their elec- |

' -‘il"_-

{ tion is founded apon & principle that is totally

subversive of the lreedom and independence of |
this body, and in contraveution of the Constitu.
tion und luws of Louvisiana «nd the Constitation
of the United States.
Let me hasten on. 1 have talked much
thao I expected I would. This Governor Sbep-
ley, as he styles himself, bas not even tried to
obey the laws concerning the details uf these slec-
tions. My friend from Kentocky bas ssked
whether the people have not done us well as they
could. | expect they have. I do not blame
them. They were threatened with the Presi
dent’s proclamation to be robbed of their proper-
ty il ther were not represented. They were
surrounded by & militury power, exervised by a
man who never saw the face of his enemy in the
field, but who reserved his military powers for
non-combutants, ocaptives, prisoners of war,
women aud children. They were oppressed un.
der General Butler with the most atrocious tyr.
anny, in my judgment, which bas ever disgraced
the aunals of civilized warfare. They came for
ward and voted, perhaps thinking that they
weruhlu something which aiﬁ -l&u the
severity of the military which ruled
;';-oréoum of N mm
ew

were taken on the 3d day of Decewber. But, as
I bave said there was no attempt to the
laws. The laws of Louisiana require a .
tion of the voters. It is required in New

that each man’s name shall be registered before
he can vote. The Military Governor set that law
aside and everybody to vote, whether

“ﬁh‘:h law of Lonisissa
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upon the subject of elections wus set asile, so that
the voting might be as illegal as the tnsettled
and licentivus spirit of the times might diclate.

Sir, the two proclamations of Gen. Shepley
overthrow the whole system of elections and rep-
resentation in the Siate of Louisisna. [ submit
to my caudid frieod fiom Ohio. [Mr. Harrisos,)
what could be more complete than the utter
overthrow of the Constitution and the laws on
the sabject of elections by this Military Governor;
first, by superseding the Conmtitution, and usurp-
ing the powers and Juties of civil Governor; and
next, by proclsmation setting sside the law which
required the registrativn of voters

L’ndm’ these circumstances a certain pumber of
votes were cast; whether they were legal votes or
wot, the law which protected the purity of the
ballot-boxes being unulliied by the stroke of a
pen, we cannot sav. And under these circum-
stances it is gravely urged that these nien are en-
titled to seats upon this foor.

Mi. Speaker, | have sanl more, by far, than 1
intended. All | desired to do was simply to callthe
attention of the House, Grst, 1o the proposition
which 1 made in the opening, that if this State is
your Scate; if it is yet a member of this unbrok-
en Union, uccording to the construction of nearly
every gentlemun upon this floor; if it is nota
foreign power, vou canuot-—not merely the Ex.
ecutive cannot—but yvou cannet, Con ean-
not, no power known tw the Government cam,
supplant or do away with its laws in exercising
suthority over it. 1If it were a conguerad or a
foreign Government, it would be different.  As
it is & purt of our own Goverument, the poius |
insist upon i3 that we should leave her alone
until you receive a representation here as the off-
spring of her own system ol laws, and not by vir-
tue of uny emanation of Eszecutive authority.
Uuntil the people of Louisisne, protected, it may
be, by militury power, in a peacelul condition,
can vome forward and resurrect the r State Gor-
ernment, and by virtwe of their own laws of their
own making, send Representatives bere, they
must go uurepresented,

I insist, farther, that if you surrender this great
power to the Ezecutive. as our armies move oo
you will have more Military Governors. You
have one now 1y North Carolina; veu have one in
Tennesse; vou have ome in Arkansas, sud, per-
haps, one in Texas; and men will come here who
are the choice of nobody, who have no constitg.
ents 1o represent, and though | may have thirteen
thousand vutes for myselt, though some here may
have twenty thousand voles, yet one vote, the
vote of the Executive operating through » Mili-
tary Governor, can send men here to carry out
executive designs, defeat the popular will, and
thus totally overthrow our svstem of govern-
ment

Let the advocates of this monstrous doctrine
vpewnre Let me say o them that their power is
not the longest nor the most stable.  You du not
expect to carry the next Presideotial election.
We do; and we do pot want a svatem made to
our hands like this. Remember that vour day is
druwing nesr the close, and that which you may
seck to exercise for temporary purposes, while
you yet linger in power for the destruction of
political vpponents, nr as a power upon which the
Execuuve is to ride through this Hall triumph-
ant, may all come back to haunt you herenfter;
may come back to disturb you ag it now disturbe
us. As for me, for all times and under all eir.
cumstances, now and forever, [ repudiste all
these designe which I conceive to be [stal to the
Coustitation of my country, to the independence
and freedom of this House and to the liberties of
the people.

— —

A Prayer to be used during Lent in

the Episcopal Churchies of Indianay

in Reference to the Existing Condis»
tion of our National Affairs,

Rt, Rev. George Uplold, D. D |, Bisbop of the
Diocese of Indinna, has set forth the following®
prayer, to be used in the Episcopal churches dur-
ing the season of Lent:

Almighty und most holy Lord our God, who
dost command us to humble ourselves under thy
mighty hand that thou mayest exait us in due
time, we, thy unworthy rervants, desire most
bumbly to eonless before thee, in this the time of
sore affliction in our land, how deeply as a pation
we deserve (hy wrath. In the great calamities
which have come upon us, we acknowledve thy
righteous vigitation, and bow down our souls un-
der the mighty hand of our holy and merciful
God and Fatber. Mapitold are our sins and
trapsgreskions, and the more sinful because of
the abundance of our privilege: and mercies un-
der thy providence snd grace. In pride and liv
g unto ourstlves; o covetousvess and worldii
ness of mind;in zelf sufficiency and selr-depend.-
ence; in glorving in our own wisdom and riches,
and strength, Tnstead of glorving ooly in thee;
in making our boast of thy unmerited blessings,
as il our own might and wisdom had gotten them,
instead of acknowledging thee in all, and seek
ing frst thy kingdom and righteousness; in jro
faveness of =peech, and ungodliness of life; in
polluting thy Sabbaths, and receiviug in vain thy
grace in the Gospel of our Lurd Jesus Christ,
wo ncknowledge, O Lord, that as a nation
and people we ive grievously sinped
against thy Divine Majesty, provoking
most justly thy wrath and indignativn
sgningt us,  Righteousness belongeth unto thee,
but unto as confusion of face. Because thy com-
pessions have not failed, therelore we xre not
consumed Make %us earpestly to repemt «nd
heartily to  be sorry for these ounr rni-duingl.
May the remembrance o! them be grievous unto
us. Turn uio thee, O Lora. the hearts ot all
this people, in humiliation and prayer, that thou
masest have compasgion upon us aud deliver us
For thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, for-
give us all that is past, and grant that we may
ever hevealter ~erve snd please thee ic newness
of lite, 1o the honor snd glory of thy nsme. We
beserch thee so to sanciilv unte us our present
distresges, and =0 to make haste o ﬂfli“u" Uk,
that an honuvrable and permanent pesce mwsy
speedily ensue, that war shall be no more in all
our borders. and thut all -esistance to the lawiul
Goveroment of the land shall utteriy cense. Muy
our brethren who seek the Jdismembernment of
our Nutionul Union, under which this peopls, by
thy Providence, have beeu #o signally prospered
and bles=ed, be convineed of their error und re-
stored to a better mind. Grant that =1l bitser-
ness, snd wrath, and anger, and mualice mar be

ot away from them and us, and that brotherly
ove and lellowship may be estublished »
us to all generations. Thus may the land bring
furth her increase, under the blescings of peace,

and thy people serve thee in all godly guistness,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

L™ A letter from Warsaw, dated the 18th,
bas considersble intarest, after what has hap.
pened. The writer descrives the progress of the
“branka,” or conseription:

**Night after night the conseription vampire is
sucking the life blood of the nation of Poland.
Night after night the citadei and town hall—the
two storehouses for the reception of the live
spoil—are filled with gongs of unfortonate white
niggers. As the branka progresses, the borrid
trinity of fear, fury and rev rises higher xnd
higher in the souls of men. he men yoa meet
in the streets are sileot and taciturn. Even if
ignorant of the turn revolutionary tactics huve
talten, vou canpot niisapprebend the language of
their looks. T here is nothing of despondency in
their sorrowing mien. They are afflicted, but
bope for the day of reckowing: they bave the
overpowering grief of the bour, but they are
buoyed up with the sustaining conscicusness thatif
they chose, they wight give the Grand Duke more
tronble tharn hmldbosbkh;lhvcgu-
ruffied. But a pitiful sight is by he fe-
males in the strests. At every step you encoun.
ter these sobbing groupe. You cannet avoid fall.
ing in with a bevy of crying girls. You slacken
your stens, in order not to overtake that lament-
ing crone; but the bouse opposite resounds with
imprecations, and a feminine volce is heard ad-
jaring the celestial powers w0 _look wpon Poland
and ravish the malefactors.  In front of thetown
hall vou find bundreds otm lﬁmlu.
in Liunt despair at the inhospi
their lovers, their brothecs, and, alas! in but o
many cases, their husbands, are stowed away for
the disposal of the Czar. Now sad then
Cossacks of the Guard will think it the duty
& man and a warrior 10 bear down upen them

the crowd of barmiess, woe hegone wo-

ers returng, and the wave of wailing lamentations
is driven against the towering walls of their rels-
I"-']l"h.-"
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